
 

BONSAI NEWS 

 

May 2017 

May 

May 2—MBS meeting-Plant diseases 

 

May 6—Novice Class #5* 

 

May 20-21—Chicago Exhibit 

 

May 26-28—ABS Convention-Orlando 

 

June 

June 2-6—Peter Tea Classes #2* 

 

June 6—MBS Meeting-Pots & Stands 

 

June-17—Intermediate Class #3* 

 

July 

July 4—No MBS Meeting 

 

July 8 — Wauwatosa Exhibit 

 

July 7-9 — MABA Convention— 

       Indianapolis 

 

July 15 — Intermediate Class #4* 

 

July 15—Repotting workshop 

 

July 22 — MBS picnic & Swap meet 

 

August 

August  1—MBS meeting 

 

August 3-13—WI State Fair 

 

August 18-20—Chicago Exhibit 

 

August 26-Intermediate Class #5* 

 

August 26—Bonsai Basics #1* 

 

September 

Sept 5—MBS meeting-Rich’s Fox  

             Willow 

 

Sept 9—Beginner Workshop 

 

Sept 23—Bonsai Basics #2* 

 

             *Open to MBS members only 

Milwaukee  
Bonsai Society 

PO Box 240822 
Milwaukee Wi 

53224 
 

Information Line 
414-299-9229 

May Meeting 

 
Brian Hudelson is affectionate-

ly known as “Dr. Death”  

because of his love of plant 

diseases.  Brian received his BS 

in Botany, Bacteriology and  

Molecular Biology, MS in  

Biometry and PhD in Plant  

Pathology from the  

UW-Madison, and in 1998,  

became the director of the 

Plant Disease Diagnostics Clinic 

(PDDC).  The PDDC (part of the 

Department of Plant Pathology 

in the College of Agricultural 

and Life Sciences at the  

University of Wisconsin-

Madison, as well as University 

of Wisconsin-Extension)  

provides expertise in  

diagnosing plant disease prob-

lems, and information on plant 

diseases and their control to a 

wide range of clientele 

throughout the state of Wis-

consin.  For more information 

on Brian and the PDDC, check 

out the PDDC website at 

http://pddc.wisc.edu.  You can 

also follow the PDDC on Face-

book and Twitter @UWPDDC.  

 

 

 
 

Next Meeting 

May 2 2017 

6:45pm 

Boerner Botanical 
Gardens 

http://pddc.wisc.edu/


President’s Message April 2017 
   
As I write this message, I have just begun to bring my trees out of winter storage.  One of the first things that 

I did was to check my trees for evidence of insect and fungal problems.  After last night’s rainstorm, my Juni-

perus virginiana is showing evidence of cedar-apple rust.  The galls are interesting looking fingers of orange 

clusters.  Fungicide is needed and I have proceeded in spraying with Daconil and using a systemic Cleary 3336 

fungicide.  Peter Tea has recommended using both the Cleary and the systemic insecticide Merit every three 

months throughout the year as a preventative for potential problems.   

This brings me to the topic of our May meeting, plant diseases. Dr. Brian Hudleson, UW Madison/Extension 

Plant Disease Diagnostic Clinic (PDDC) hudleson@wisc.edu., will be featured.  Brian will be focusing on plant 

diseases that attack the trees most often used for bonsai in this area.  Please, plan to attend this meeting.  Bri-

an is not only informative, but also very entertaining. 

I also wanted to point out the great opportunity MBS members had on April 8th.  Ted Matson did a really great 

workshop on making shari and jin. One of his tips on using lime-sulfur should appear later in this newsletter. It 

is science-based and makes the whitening process go even faster. 

There have been some questions from members as to why MBS is not bringing in more guest artists.  Unfortu-

nately, when we do, members are not taking advantage of these opportunities to their full extent.  Happily, 

more interest has been shown by bonsai enthusiasts from the Fox Valley to the Chicago area to take advantage 

by becoming members of MBS. Still, I feel that too many of our local members are missing out on great oppor-

tunities.  

A reminder that the opening of the Public Bonsai Collection at Lynden will be on Father’s Day, June 18th, and 

the Mid-American Bonsai Alliance (MABA) conference will be held on July 6 & 7 just outside of Indianapo-

lis. Search mababonsai.org for more information.  

Mark your calendars! The 13th Annual Midwest Bonsai Society's May Exhibit returns to the Chicago Botanic Garden on May 20th and 
21st, 9AM to 5PM. 

I hope to see you at the May meeting!   

 

Thanks. 

Judy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spring is here.  And this time of year our thoughts turn to Bonsai.  Our 13th annual May  
Bonsai Exhibit will be held May 20

th
 and 21

st
 at the Chicago Botanic Garden.  Workshops 

range from an entry and up workshop by Brian Ciskowski of Cass Bonsai, Jim Beck’s  
Lavender Star Flower workshop and two Bring Your Own Tree workshops with Ivan Watters, 
our Bonsai Master.  Frank Mihalic has generously volunteered to do Children’s workshops on 
both afternoons.  Our vendors will be selling trees, pots, stands, scrolls and stones.  For  
details and to sign up for workshops click this link. 

http://www.midwestbonsai.org/may-exhibit/ 

mailto:hudleson@wisc.edu
http://www.mababonsaiorg/
http://www.midwestbonsai.org/may-exhibit/


 

 

     
 

WWW.MABABONSAI.ORG 

http://www.mababonsaiorg


  
 

 

 

 

  

 

   

 

   

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ted’s Jin/Shari workshop (April 8, 2017) 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Photos by Bryan L 

On Saturday, April 8 a small group of MBS members worked 

with Ted Matson to add these features (jin/shari) to our own 

trees. Ted believes in creating deadwood that is natural and 

believable. Being rather new to serious bonsai, I really appreci-

ated how thoroughly Ted explained not only how we would 

carve the tree but why.    

Ted’s knowledge and understanding of the topic was so evi-

dent.  Most of the trees worked on were junipers but he also 

worked with several other varieties.  Some of my trees were 

really improved by just a few touches, some were much easier 

to fit in my car on the way home but all were much better 

trees than when we started.  
 

Kathy K 



 

April 4, 2017 MBS Meeting 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Photos by Jean S 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

Next MBS meeting will be 

May 2, 2017 at 6:45 pm 

Boerner Botanical Gardens 

9400 Boerner Dr 

Hales Corners, WI  53130 
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Other Club Functions 

Director of Children’s Education—Jean S 

PAB Board—Ron F,  Houston S & Jean S 

Seashell’s grand design 

Spirals artfully crafted 
Nature’s calculus 

~Joe N 
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